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On June 1, 1967, the Santa Ana School Board
received a Quick claim Deed from the United States
Government of approximately 21.17 acres of land
that was formerly known as the Santa Ana
Monitoring Station. It was, in fact, an abandoned
Nike Missile station. A condition of the gift was that
the School District utilize the land for educational
purposes. The School District put a little over half
the land to use, but about thirteen acres were left idle.
In 1978, the School Board was notified that if the
land was not put to an educational use, as agreed
upon, the gift would be withdrawn.

Thus, 1n 1978, the Santa Ana Unified School District
submitted a plan to the Department of Health.
Education and Welfare to create the Environmental
Learning Center. It would educate school children in:

Earth Science Alr Math
Chemistry Water Geometry
Biology Soil Measurement
Natural History Plant Statistics

Hydrology Trigonometry

Meteorology Horticulture

Geology Plant Care Botany
Propagation Ecology
Naturalist Behavior
Forestry Zoology

A further list suggests about forty more disciplines
including poetry, haiku and cinquans.

A beautiful plan for the site was drawn up by Woody
Dike and it included an orange grove, forest, desert,
marsh and palm oasis. Also on the property was to
be a farmhouse and a barn. From the Santa Ana river
bed, 65,000 cubic yards of soil were moved to the
site to help establish a natural landscape.

By 1980, the School District decided that two ROP
classes should be held on the site: brick masonry and
horticulture. Also in 1980, the historic Kellogg
House was moved onto the site, saved from demoli-
tion by the City of Santa Ana. At this point Orange
County history became a very important part of the
educational programs offered at the Museum. The
carly ideas for interactive education, exploration and

learning by doing were suddenly enhanced by the
acquisition of this grand old home.

It became evident to the Santa Ana Unified School
District that they would be unable to manage the
business operations and fund raising duties of such a
facility. So in 1981 they created the Exploratory
Learning Center, a non-profit foundation to support
the site. In 1982, the historic Maag House, Water
Tower and Carriage Barn were saved and moved onto
the site, further strengthening the historic aspect of
the programs and creating an historical plaza atmos-
phere adjacent to a natural landscape.

In 1983 the Exploratory Learning Center merged
with the Experience Center Science Museum of
Irvine. New leadership in 1984, planned to pursue
the concept of a Science Center. It was to incorporate
history along with natural/physical sciences, with
new buildings being built on the site.

In 1985 the center's name was changed to the
Discovery Museum of Orange County, an
Exploratory Learning Center. In the immediate years
following, the Carriage Barn was restored for offices
and a classroom. The Water Tower was restored for
use as a gift shop. The Centennial Garden and gaze-
bo were 1nstalled. More than 200 rose bushes were
planted 1n a formal garden setting.

In 1993, the Discovery Museum bylaws were amend-
ed to provide a Science Center Board and a History
Center Board, thus the origins of the Discovery
Science Center. Offices were set up for the embryo
science center away from Harvard Street. Now fully
developed, the Discovery Science Center occupies
the former Barker Brothers building on Main Street.
Recently, the two museums formally became two
separate non-profit corporations.

Because of the name confusion between the
Discovery Musecum of Orange County and the
Discovery Science Center, we are investigating a
name change, expected to occur in mid-2001. In the
process, the museum will define its new mission in
both education and 1n historical acquisitions.




